- LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS'RELATING TO THE WAR IN
’ SOUTHEAST ASIA - :

"THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 1971

, UNITED STATES SENATE;
CommiTTEE ON FoREIGN RELATIONS,
Washington, D.C.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 11:05 a.m., in Room 4921,
New Senate Office Building, Senator J. W. Fulbright (Chairman)
presiding. , ‘

Present: Senators Fulbright, Symington, Pell, Aiken, Case, and
Javits. '

The Cramman. The committee will come to order.

OPENING STATEMENT

The committee is continuing this morning its hearings on proposals
telating to the ending of the war in Southeast Asia. This morning the
committee will hear testimony from Mr. John Kerry and, if he has
any associates, we will be glad to hear from them. These are men who
have fought in this unfortunate war in Vietnam. I believe they deserve
to be heard and listened to by the Congress and by the officials in the
executive branch and by the public generally. You have a perspective
that those in the (Government who make our Nation’s policy do not
always have and T am sure that your testimony today will be helpful to
the committee in its consideration of the proposals before us.

I would like to add simply on my own account that I regret very
~much the action of the Supreme Court in denying the veterans the
 right to use the Mall. [ Applause.] .

I regret that. It seems to me to be but another instance of an in-
sensitivity of our Government to the tragic effects of this war upon
our people. : : S

I want also to congratulate Mr. Kerry, you, and your associates upon
the restraint that you have shown, certainly in the hearing the other
day when there were a great many of your people here. I think you
conducted yourselves in'a’ most commendable manner throughout this
week. Whenever people gather there is always a tendency for some
of the more emotional ones to do things which are even against their
own interests. I think you deserve much of the credit because T under-
stand you are one of the leaders of this group. .

I have joined with some of my colleagues, specifically Senator Hart,
in an effort to try to change the attitude of our Government toward
your efforts in bringing to this committee and to the country your
views about the war.. :
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